Joe Hartnett continues to display his ignorance of the facts in Mattox v. Montclair:

The litigation filed in 2006 against the township was filed by twelve taxpayers, including myself. The court's recent decision allowed the township to withdraw its baseless claims against Mattox, which voided my counterclaims against the township.  To be clear, the township spent money to file charges against me, then decided to withdraw those charges, and a judge allowed the township to do so.  I wanted the township to prove its false charges in a court of law.  I refused to allow the Township to withdraw its baseless claims without apologizing for conducting its smear campaign against me.  

Joe Hartnett, once again, continues to fabricate lies, this time regarding the hiring of an outside law firm to represent the township. At the time, the township had the option of being represented by Montclair's Assistant Township Attorney, who was already on a retainer for $40,000.00 and not connected to any of the litigation.  The Township decided it needed one of the most expensive law firms in the state of New Jersey, Genova, Burns & Vernoia (Vernoia not Veronica) to defend the township's illegal agreements.
Assuming the numbers the township is reporting are accurate, the township spent $153,000.00 defending contracts that were, in fact, illegally administered.  Alan Trembulak and Joe Hartnett instructed the Council and certified that the agreements were valid.  Alan Trembulak and Joe Hartnett spent $153,000.00 proving their ignorance of the law. The previous Council chose to support these illegal agreements, despite my repeated warnings.  Alan Trembulak and Joe Hartnett spent $153,000.00 just to lose their arguments in a court of law.  The previous Council, much like the current Council, has chosen to follow the advice of Alan Trembulak and Joe Hartnett, which has often been wrong, illegal and poorly thought through.  It is the same advice that has led to multiple legal judgments against the township, recently costing taxpayers millions.    

Taxpayers were suckered into bearing the expense of litigating this matter for three years because Mr. Mattox chose to uphold the law (which by law he was required to do). Current and former Mayors and Council members have chosen to violate the law.  Additionally, the court warned the former Mayor for not recusing himself from the contract process and now Alan Trembulak is facing ethical charges with NJ's State Ethics Board.  As for Alan Trembulak and Joe Hartnett….I think they should both be immediately discharged from service for gross incompetence and their pensions seized for purposely deceiving the Council and public which they "served."  Unfortunately, the current Council seems content to argue with each other and to continue to fail making meaningful headway on the serious issues facing Montclair residents.  

It should also not be forgotten how we got "here" in the first place.   It began with the $800,000.00 Wayfinding signage program for tourists visiting Montclair and illegal contracts being doled out to the previous administration's friends on a no-bid basis.   By my math, the township elected to spend $173,000.00 losing a lawsuit, but the residents still saved $800,000.00 on a misguided signage program.  The decision to spend $173,000.00 was the township's (the former and current administrations) decision.  Joe Hartnett claims "that all Township officials acted in good faith and with the public's interest in mind in awarding these contracts."  Unfortunately for Joe Harnett and Alan Trembulak, the courts did not agree.   
I believe both of these "gentlemen" are a disgrace to this wonderful town.    
